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ILPPWA 2019 report - Consumers’ Association of 

Penang (CAP), Malaysia 
International Lead Poisoning Prevention Week of Action (ILPPWA) 2019 

Name of NGO: Consumers’ Association of Penang (CAP) 

Address: 10, Jalan Masjid Negeri, 11600 PENANG, Malaysia 

Website: www.consumer.org.my  

Contact person for project: Mageswari Sangaralingam 

Time period activities were undertaken: August - November 2019 

Title of project:  Lead paint hazards in children’s playgrounds  

Project funded by IPEN (International Pollutants Elimination Network) 

List of activities undertaken for ILPPWA 2019 

Taking of samples and testing of lead content and concentration on toys and playground equipment 

Produce publication titled “Lead in Playground Equipment in Malaysia”, assisted by IPEN 

Press conference to release statement titled “CAP Finds Outdoor Play Equipment Coated with Dangerous 

Levels of Lead” conducted on 23 October 2019 

Programme and exhibition on 26 October 2019 in Seberang Jaya, Penang 

Meeting on 1 November 2019 with city council officers regarding lead in playground equipment 

Letters to city councils in Penang and Local Government Department regarding issue of lead in playground 

equipment sent out in October and November 2019 

1. Main Event Report  

Name of Event: Press Conference in Conjunction of International Lead Poisoning Prevention Week of Action 

2019  

Date, Time and Location: 23 October 2019, 11am - 12 noon, CAP office at 10 Jalan Masjid Negeri, Penang, 

Malaysia 

Description of the Event:   

Press Conference titled “CAP Finds Outdoor Play Equipment Coated with Dangerous Levels of Lead” which 

was targeted for the media for wider public outreach. 

https://consumer.org.my/cap-finds-outdoor-play-equipment-coated-with-dangerous-levels-of-lead/ 

http://www.consumer.org.my/
https://consumer.org.my/cap-finds-outdoor-play-equipment-coated-with-dangerous-levels-of-lead/
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Event Materials:   

Poster used as props for the press conference.  

Soft copy of book titled “Lead in Playground Equipment in Malaysia” (https://ipen.org/documents/lead-

playground-equipment-malaysia) 

                      

Poster used at Press Conference    Cover page of book 

Media Coverage:  

The media coverage was encouraging with Malay, English and Chinese language media carrying CAP’s press 

release.  The authorities were made aware of the matter as online and print media carried the test results 

which exposed the seriousness of the situation of lead paint due to high concentrations in some of the 

tested play equipment.  The Penang Island City Council called CAP to arrange a meeting to discuss the way 

forward after the media exposé. 

Overall there was coverage in seven media outlets as follows: 

Articles in English media 

i. Study finds Penang playgrounds contain dangerous levels of lead 

https://www.malaysiakini.com/news/497285 

ii. Danger of lead lurks in playgrounds 

https://www.thestar.com.my/metro/metro-news/2019/10/28/danger-of-lead-lurks-in-playgrounds 

Articles in Malay media 

https://ipen.org/documents/lead-playground-equipment-malaysia
https://ipen.org/documents/lead-playground-equipment-malaysia
https://www.malaysiakini.com/news/497285#search/lead+in+playground+statement/_blank
https://www.thestar.com.my/metro/metro-news/2019/10/28/danger-of-lead-lurks-in-playgrounds
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iii. Peralatan taman permainan guna cat berplumbum tinggi 

(Playground equipment use paint with high content of lead) 

https://www.hmetro.com.my/mutakhir/2019/10/510222/peralatan-taman-permainan-guna-cat-

berplumbum-tinggi 

iv. Hati-hati alat permainan mengandungi cat plumbum (Careful of lead paint in playground 

equipment) 

https://www.sinarharian.com.my/article/53784/EDISI/Utara/Hati-hati-alat-permainan-

mengandungi-cat-plumbum 

Articles in Chinese media 

v. China Press 

vi. Sin Chew Jit Poh 

vii.  Nanyang Siang Pau 

Event Photos:  

The journalists who had attended the press conference took pictures and for the rest of the media, we had 

sent pictures that CAP officer took and these were used by the media  

                               

                               Pix 1                    Pix 2 

Pix 1: Mr Mohideen Abdul Kader, CAP President presiding 

at the Press Conference, flanked by Ms Hatijah Hashim, 

CAP research officer. 

Pix 2: Picture taken at the Playground in Taman Sir 

Hussein, opposite CAP office. 

Sinar Harian (24 October 2019) 

 

https://www.hmetro.com.my/mutakhir/2019/10/510222/peralatan-taman-permainan-guna-cat-berplumbum-tinggi
https://www.hmetro.com.my/mutakhir/2019/10/510222/peralatan-taman-permainan-guna-cat-berplumbum-tinggi
https://www.sinarharian.com.my/article/53784/EDISI/Utara/Hati-hati-alat-permainan-mengandungi-cat-plumbum
https://www.sinarharian.com.my/article/53784/EDISI/Utara/Hati-hati-alat-permainan-mengandungi-cat-plumbum
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The Star Metro (28 October 2019) 
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Nanyang Siang Pau (24 October 2019)  

 

China Press (24 October 2019) 
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Sin Chew Jit Poh (24 October 2019) 

 

 

2. Outreach to policy makers  

CAP had written to the local government (Penang Island City Council and Seberang Perai Municipal Council) 

in the state of Penang where most of the testing for lead in playground equipment were conducted. We 

also sent a letter and recommendations to the Local Government Department of Malaysia on this matter, 

of which we are awaiting response from the Department. 

The Landscape Department of the Penang Island City Council had approached CAP for a discussion on way 

forward in this matter. In the meeting conducted on 1 November 2019, the department had several queries 

on new procurement, abatement measures during removal of lead paint and disposal of scrapped paint 

waste. After consulting IPEN, CAP wrote them with some suggestions on the measures to be taken. 
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CAP research officer Mageswari Sangaralingam meeting with city officers on 1 Nov 2019 at CAP 

In terms of regulation on lead in paint, the Malaysian government has been slow in formulating the 

regulation as it has yet to identify the authority to enforce it.  CAP will be following up with the authorities 

on this matter. 

3. Outreach to Industry and Response from Paint Manufacturers 

From our previous work, CAP had been interacting with the Malaysian Paint Manufacturers’ Association 

(MPMA). In November 2017 MPMA spearheaded an event amongst 17 industry players to pledge their 

removal of lead based ingredients in the manufacturing of paints by 2020. This pledge was an initiative in 

line with the Global Alliance to Eliminate Lead Paint (GAELP) movement, aimed at creating a mind-set 

change towards the implementation of lead-free paint. 

Lead use is banned in a few materials such as toy paints, food, cosmetics and some building products in 

Malaysia. However since there are no regulations in place for the usage of lead in paint, the MPMA 

members have taken the initiative to voluntarily eliminate the use of lead based ingredients by 2020 in 

absence of such regulations. 

For further information: https://themalaysianreserve.com/2018/03/21/its-more-than-what-is-on-the-

surface/  

4. Outreach to Civil Society   

Besides the outreach through media, CAP conducted a programme with 50 women in the Seberang Jaya 

Mosque. The programme on 26 October 2019 was co-organized with the Penang State Muslimat PAS 

(group of Muslim women). CAP President, Mr. Mohideen Abdul Kader officiated the programme. Ms. 

Hatijah Hashim, CAP research officer presented the dangers of lead, where it is found and shared test 

results of lead paint that had been conducted in Malaysia over the years.  The women were very concerned 

and posed many questions regarding lead and health impacts. They wanted to know whether there were 

lead in toys and products that children most often use. 

Pictures of programme for women conducted on 26 October 2019 in Seberang Jaya, Penang 

     

Hatijah Hashim presenting         Some of the participants              The opening ceremony 

Main lessons 

The testing and subsequent publication of the results of lead paint in playground equipment was useful and 

successful in raising awareness regarding the issue and dire need for standards on lead paint. This 

information has been used for further outreach through media, program and letters to the authorities.  The 

https://themalaysianreserve.com/2018/03/21/its-more-than-what-is-on-the-surface/
https://themalaysianreserve.com/2018/03/21/its-more-than-what-is-on-the-surface/


 

 

 

LEAD Action News Volume 20 Number 2 January 2020 Page 44 of 230 

challenge faced by CAP was testing because we could not access an XRF analyser locally. Hence we had to 

take samples from peeling off paint from the playgrounds. The samples were taken to Bangkok for IPEN 

member, Ecological Alert and Recovery - Thailand (EARTH)  to analyse using the XRF in their office.  If we 

had an XRF analyser, we could have done testing of more samples. Nevertheless, we are glad that the 

alternative action was also effective. 

6. Follow-up activities 

CAP will follow up with the local authorities in terms of procurement of new playground equipment and 

abatement measures to be taken when repainting is done. We will also follow up regarding the standards 

for lead paint in the country. 

7. Additional information   

Five pictures are uploaded onto 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1jzcoZ4Xvw0lH7X8FrW7gcMFJVL7J2uAx 

 

CAP president and staff at the playground during press conference on 23 Oct 2019 (see above left) 

CAP president Mr Mohideen Abdul Kader stressing a point during press conference on 23 Oct 2019 (see 

above right) 

(at left) CAP research officer Hatijah Hashim showing chipped paint 

on playground equipment in Penang 

 

CAP research officer Mageswari meeting with Penang Island city 

officials on 1 Nov 2019 (see above in Outreach to policy makers) 

Press conference on 23 Oct 2019 lead paint in playground equipment 

(see above Press Conference Pix 2) 

Photo credit: Consumers Association of Penang. 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1jzcoZ4Xvw0lH7X8FrW7gcMFJVL7J2uAx

