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Prevention Week (ILPPWA 2018) in Nepal
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Center for Public Health and Environmental Development (CEPHED) Nepal celebrated the sixth
International Lead Poisoning Prevention Week (ILPPW 2018) in the collaboration of, Department of
Environment (DOE), Ministry of Forest and Environment (MOFE) Government of Nepal and with the
support of WHO Country Office for Nepal and International POPs Elimination Network (IPEN) from
October 21 to 27 2018. ILPPW 2018 called by Global Alliance to Eliminate Lead Paints (GAELP), with the
aim of ban lead paint to protect public health and environment. CEPHED successfully accomplished all
planned program for celebration of week of action in Nepal as the part of globally observed events from
October 21 to 27, 2018 and beyond.

Figure 1. Banner of International Lead Poisoning Prevention Week (ILPPW 2018) in Nepal

In order to enhance its effective implementation of mandatory lead paint standard, there has been an absolute
need of popularization of standard as well as widely share the finding of compliance monitoring results
among all government agencies, business communities and general public towards eliminating leaded paint.
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Popularization of standard as well as its mass distribution, media campaign and interaction program with all
concerned government and other stakeholder had been planned and successfully organized during the Week
of Action, October 21 to 27, 2018 at Kathmandu and Chitwan, Aims of this year ILPPW 2018 has been
increasing public awareness, capacity building and thus contributing to effective implementation of standard
towards eliminating lead paint from Nepal. This results prevention of children and occupational exposure to
lead in paint, also coherence with GAELP"s objectives of BAN LEAD PAINTS.

As we all know that lead is one among 10 most toxic chemicals of public health concerned and , “There are
no safe levels of lead exposure” urgently calls for Effective Implementation of Lead Paint Standard and
Harmonization of Sectorial laws through proper inclusion of the mandatory provision of lead paint standard
in NS Mark criteria, Building Codes, Green Building guidelines and color coding guidelines of school
infrastructure including school building bus, toiles and even public vehicle like taxi etc.

Series of program including Kick Off Press Meet, Stakeholder workshops at Kathmandu and Bharatpur
Chitwan, radio jingle broadcasting throughout the week had been planned and successfully organized with
the high level of political commitments came from Honorable Health and Population State Minister
Mr. Surendra Kumar Yadav to paint industries, Department of Education, NBSM, Department of
Urban Development & Building construction, Department of Environment and other important
stakeholder like CUPPEC etc. to improve the compliance by envisioning regular market monitoring as
well as harmonizing the respective laws, regulations , standard and guidelines etc. These all will helps
towards meeting the major goal of the Global Lead Week of Action is working together to BAN LEAD
PAINT.

Celebrating 6 International Lead Poisoning Prevention Week Oct. 21-27, 2018, Mepal

Organized by CEFHED in collaboration with Department of Environment, Pinistry of Forest and
Enviranment, Government of Nepal and Supported by WHO Country Office for Nepal & IPEMN

= Oct. 21 to 27 and beyond ., Radio Jingle from different FM Radio Stations

— 1 week Radio thahasanchar network 99.4mhz
£:01am,12:10pm,3:10pm &6:01pm,8:01pm
1 Month Dreams FM 298 Mhz : 4:50, 7:30, 9:15, 10:55, 11:55, 4:15,
5:30, 6:15, §:40, 9:15, 9:55, 10:15, 11:00
= Oct. 21 to 27 TV Talk Program

Oct. 21, Sunday: ILPPWA 2018 KICK OFF PRESS MEET at Department of
Environment 3 PM. Emphasizing SECTORAL COMMITMEMNT,

= Oct. 23, 3018 Tuesday, Stakeholder Workshop on Effective Implementation of
Lead Paint Standard in Mepal™ at Alfa Beta House, Kathmandu, Mepal, 9:30 to 4
PM

Oet. 26, 2018 Friday, Stakeholder Workshop on Effective Implementation of Lead
Paint Standard in Nepal” at Hotel Global, Bharatpur, Chitwan, Mepal, 9:30 to 4 PM

= Oct, 27, 2018 , Saturday : Final ILPPWA 2018 Concluding Press Release

More than 200,000 peoples and concerned government officials, stakeholders were directly benefitted from
participations as well as having access to information through mass media and media outreaches from the
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week long programs and beyond. Additionally fact sheet, posters, and radio jingles were made available to
all participants of the programs.

Wide media coverage has been achieved that helps to maximize the public outreaches with massive message
dissemination about lead, lead toxicity and lead paint standard enacted by the Government of Nepal.
Following are the news report and web link of the media coverage of International Lead Poisoning
Prevention Week (ILPPW -2018) of Action in Nepal

Activities and weeklong events completed within the week are as follows.

October 21, Sunday: ILPPWA 2018 KICK OFF PRESS MEET at Department of
Environment, Emphasizing needs of regular market monitoring and Sectorial Commitments.

Figure 2. Participants of Kick off Press Meet of International Lead Poisoning Prevention Week 2018

October 23, 2018, Tuesday, Stakeholder Workshop on Effective Implementation of Lead
Paint Standard in Nepal at Alfa Beta House, Kathmandu, Nepal

Successfully organized the day long Stakeholder Workshop on Effective Implementation of Lead
Paint Standard in Nepal win line with International Lead Poisoning Prevention Week of Action
2018 with the gracious presence of Honorable Health and Population State Minister, Dr. Surendra
Kumar Yadav along with the very senior policy level Officials from NHRC, MOHP, WHO, KMC
and FNCSI. Over 50 participant’s representatives from DOHS, DOC, NBSM, DOT, DUDBC,
DOEdu, KMC, NHRC, JEFONT, CUPPEC, Nepal Bar Association, WHO, Media, Dent, NGOs,
Bir Hospital etc., were present on the occasion.

5 Technical Paper were presented by respective experts in the subject

Status of Lead in Paints in Nepal and Sectorial Legal Frameworks by Mr. Ram Charitra Sah, Executive
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Director/Environment Scientist, CEPHED.

Role of Government Agency, MOF, Department of Custom in Effective Implementation of Lead Paint
Standard: : Mr. Manoj Nidhi Wagle, Director / Mr. Rajendra Sonker, Officer, Dept. of Custom

Role of Government Agency, MOFE, Department of Environment in Effective Implementation of Lead
Paint Standard: Mr. Bhupendra Sharma, Environment Inspector, Dept. of Environment

Question & Answer

WHO initiatives towards prevention and control of Lead Exposure in light of ILPPW 2018. Mr. Rajaram
Pote Shrestha, National Professional Officer, WHO Country Office for Nepal.

Study of Blood Lead Level among Children and Way forward for National BLL Screening for Nepal,
Dr. Meghnath Dhimal, Sr. Research Officer, NHRC

PRESS RELASE were made and sent to all media houses and journalists.

World Health

et o s Organization

crtet e W) (O Cou

Figure 3. Inaugural session (left to right): Mr. Ram Charitra Sah, Executive Director, CEPHED; Mr. Rajaram
Pote Shrestha, NPO, WHO; Dr. Anajani Kr. Jha, Member Secretary, NHRC; Honorable Health and Population
State Minister Dr. Surendra Kumar Yadav (Chief Guest); Mr. Mohan KAtuwal, PResendet, FNCSI; Prof. Dr.
Sunil Kr. Joshi, KMC and Dr. Dipendra Raman Shigh, Chief, Ministry of Health and Population(MOHP).
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Figure 4. Group picture of participants along with the guests of stakeholder workshop on Effective

implementation of Lead Paint Standard in Nepal, October 23, 2018

3. October 26, 2018, Friday, Stakeholder Workshop on Effective Implementation of Lead
Paint Standard in Nepal at Hotel Global, Bharatpur, Chitwan, Nepal.

Successfully organized Stakeholder Workshop on Effective Implementation of LEAD PAINT
STANDARD in Chitwan well participated by around 70 people. DCC Chairman, DPHO Chitwan,
Chief of Health and Education Division of Bharatpur, Metropolitan City , Nursing Association
Secretary, Private Hospital Coordination Committee General Secretary, Teaches, Students, Paint
Industries, Painter and their association, representatives of Department of Environment and,
Department Customs B B TR RN
representatives , NGOs, end Z‘
media has been participated.
Program has been organized
by CEPHED in collaboration
with Department of
Environment, Ministry of
Forest and Environment and
supported by WHO Country
Office for Nepal and IPEN.

Figure 5. Inaugural Session
of the Stakeholder
Workshop at Bharatpur, Chitwan
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Five technical papers Status of Lead in paints and associated sectorial laws presented by Ram
Charitra Sah Executive Director of CEPHED, Role of Customs Department in regulative lead paint
standard presented by Mr. Manoj Nidhi Wagle, Role of Department of Environment in regulating
and monitoring of lead paint standard presented by Environment inspector Mr. Bhupendra Sharma,
Lead in Paint in Chitwan and way forward presented by Mr. Him Br. Thapa, and Status of Blood
Lead Level among Nepalese children and needs for national screening program were presented by
Mr. Ram Charitra Sah.

Figure 6. Inaugural Session of Stakeholder Workshop at Bharatpur, Chitwan (from left to right) : Mr.
Ramesh Subba, Central Committee Member of Nursing Association of Nepal; Mr. Bikram Adhikari, General
Secretary of Private Hospital Coordination Committee, Chitwan as chair the inaugural session; Mr. Krishana
Kumar Dalakoti, Chief of the DCC, Chitwan as Chief Guest of the program along with Mr. Ram Chandra
Pathak, Senior Public Health Administrator, DPHO, Chitwan; Mr. Jeevan Kr. Shrestha Chief, Health,
Bharatpur Metropolitan City, Mr. Manoj Nidhi Wagle, Director of Department of Custom ; Mr. Tek Br.
Gurung, Chairman, CUPPEC Chitwan and Mr. Ram Charitra Sah, Executive Director of CEPHED.

LEAD Action News Volume 19 Number 3 December 2018 Page 36 of 106



Figure 7. Group picture of participants along with the guests of stakeholder workshop on Effective

implementation of Lead Paint Standard in Nepal, October 26, 2018.
Outcomes:

Successfully completed with high level political, industrial and concerned stakeholder
commitments towards effective implementing of the Lead paint standard and harmonizing
the sectorial laws.

Honorable Health and Population State Minister, Dr. Surendra Kumar Yadav stress the need of
envisioning National Blood Lead Level (BLL) program to test all Nepalese children for BLL as the
pasts studies have shown very high level of lead among children and have appropriate health
program that control the level of exposure to lead from different sources including paints.

Paint Industries in Chitwan, whose paints were tested very high level of lead during the compliance
monitoring of lead during 2017 under the WHO supported programs have committed to reduce the
lead level and promised to reduce the lead to the extent within a years so that we all will be
complying the lead paint standard of the government of Nepal.

Department of Education have committed to incorporate to the circular issued in the name of all
schools to paint their school, infrastructures with the paints that only meets the Government of
Nepal lead paint standards.

Likewise, NBSM is going to make the mandatory provision of Lead Paint Standards compliance for
all NS Marked paints and Paints Company that will opt for NS Mark and will have regular
monitoring.
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Department of Environment, Ministry of Forest and Environment will have regular market and
industries monitoring for their standards compliance.

Department of Urban Development & Building Construction (DUDBC) will initiate the process of
inclusion of Lead Paint standard in the Building Code and Material Specification as well as Green
Building Guideline.

Department of Customs will further tighten the import of leaded paints and do the proper market
surveillance in coordination with other relevant departments.

Media house and Journalists will widely disseminate and popularize the Lead Paint Standard and
information regarding leads and its impacts on health and environment.

Health Communities will take initiatives to address the increased level of BLL and develop required
infrastructure, human resources and start the BLL testing facilities from all provinces.

NGOs and Research based organization will carry out more and more research on lead paint and
public health and widely disseminate the results with government and general public etc.

Media Coverage:

Wide media coverage has been achieved that helps to maximize the public outreaches with massive
message dissemination about lead, lead toxicity and lead paint standard enacted by the Government
of Nepal. Following are the news report and web link of the media coverage of International Lead
Poisoning Prevention Week (ILPPW -2018) of Action in Nepal

Toxic Lead is Out of Control

News Published in Annapurna Post National Daily dated 22 October 2018

Be Safe from LEAD

News article published in Kayakairan National Daily from Chitwan, 27" October 2018
Demands for Ban Paints with excessive lead

News Article published in Chitwan Post National Daily from Chitwan, 27" October 2018.
Stakeholders call for ban on lead paint, October 24, 2018

Onlinekhabar.com: http://english.onlinekhabar.com/stakeholders-call-for-ban-on-lead-
paint.html

Nepal’s Domestic Industries Produces Paint with High Lead, October 24, 2018
Research conducted recently indicates that legislation alone is not enough to keep children safe.

Spotlight Nepal: https://www.spotlightnepal.com/2018/10/24/nepals-domestic-industries-produces-
paint-with-high-led/
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https://www.kantipurdaily.com/news/2018/10/26/1540559606304564.htmI?fbclid=IwAROvgnBYDre5pWayme
iLHGSBN5VKRITK5HOI2g-7ek7ifNgobA--9hssfz4

ASP! TARTHT Ufda== TS |, October 27, 2018

https://www.safalkhabar.com/news/16406?fbclid=IwAR36NAehAfUUxIIwjObc54CvTAIL -
xypDLYCIjQiBalUHExVvcDI-8vz2Y

In addition to this Radio Jingle on Lead Paint Standards broadcasted from two FM Stations:
Oct. 21 to 27, Radio Jingle from different FM Radio Stations

1 week Radio Thaha Sanchar 99.4 MHz 6:01am,12:10pm,3:10pm 6:01pm,8:01pm and local news 8:00,
11:00, 1:00 p, and 5 :00 pm (9 spot per days )

1 Month Dreams FM 89.8 MHz : 4:50, 7:30, 9:15, 10:55, 11:55, 4:15, 5:30, 6:15, 8:40, 9:15, 9:55, 10:15,
11:00 (13 spots per day )

News from Radio Sagarmatha, Radio Thaha Sanchar and Ujyalo Network on 22 October 2018.
News from Dreams FM 89.8 MHz , October 27, 2018

Radio Talk program from Image News 105.6 MHz October 30, 2018

Radio talk program from Radio Thaha Sanchar 99.4 MHz , October 31* 2018

Radio Talk program from Radio Sagarmatha 102.4 MHz, October 22, 2018
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News article: Toxic Lead in Out of Control: News Published in Annapurna Post Daily 22 October 201

LEAD Action News Volume 19 Number 3

December 2018

Page 40 of 106



Nepal’s Domestic Industries Produces Paint with High Lead
Research conducted recently indicates that legislation alone is not enough to keep children safe.

NEW SPOTLIGHT ONLINE, Oct. 24, 2018, 8:43 a.m.

B Learn the Risks
W Call for Action
B tan Lesd Paim
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Government of Neos! anc \unosrtid be

Photo: The Honorable Health and Population State Minister, Dr. Surendra Kumar Yadav addressing in a day long
Stakeholder Workshop on Effective Implementation of Lead Paint Standard in Nepal

Although the compliance of lead paint standards has increased over the years in Nepal, some of the paint
products mainly from the domestic paints industries were still found extremely very high up to 50347 ppm.

Research conducted recently indicates that legislation alone is not enough to keep children safe. Not only
should regulation set total lead limits below 90 ppm in all paints, but enforcement and monitoring are
essential.

“We are aware about the situation. A regular monitoring of lead paints marketed in Nepal has been
planned by the Department of Environment,” said Environment Inspector Bhupendra Sharma.
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As Nepal is under a high risk country, environmental health and child health advocates, government
officials, development agencies, and paint industries are unitedly celebrating International Lead Poisoning
Prevention Week 2018, October 21-27.

Lead is of one amongst 10 major toxic chemical of public health concern. Lead paint, a major source of
childhood lead exposure, can cause permanent and irreversible brain damage in children.

Lead exposure globally accounted for 5,40,000 deaths and 13.9 million years lost to disability and death
due to long-term effects on health, with the highest burden in developing regions. 857 million Children
worldwide are at the risk of lead exposure (Institute for Health Metrics and Evaluation, 2016). 65 - 100 % of
10,150,770 young people under 15 years old (34.6%) of total population 29,362,095 (2018) are under high
risk of lead exposure in Nepal (2017 Dhimal et al.& 2017, Gautam, K. et. Al).

Calling for protections for the 857 million children ages 0-9 years old who live in countries with no
protective lead paint regulations, organizations in 30 countries, coordinating with the Global Alliance to
Eliminate Lead Paint (a voluntary partnership hosted by the UN Environment Program and the World
Health Organization), urge governments to adopt and effectively implement legislation to protect children’s
health.

“Lead is a silent killer. But we have an alternative to lead now”, stated Honorable Health and Population
State Minister, Dr. Surendra Kumar Yadav, MoHP, GoN, at “Stakeholder Workshop on Effective
Implementation of Lead Paint Standard in Nepal”, a one-day workshop jointly organized by Center for
Public Health and Environmental Development (CEPHED), with the Department of Environment, Ministry of
Forest and Environment (MOFE), and with the support of WHO country Office for Nepal and IPEN.

The ongoing weeklong program for the sectorial commitment towards enhancing effective implementation
of lead paint standard aims to harmonize the sectorial laws through inclusion of lead paint standard
provision in building code, green building guideline, Nepal Standard Mark (NS Mark) criteria, color code for
school and other infrastructures as well as envisioning national blood lead level screening plan.

Series of lead paint studies in Nepal clearly revealed that the amount of lead content in the paint produced,
imported, marketed, and used in Nepal has heavily decreased over the years.

The compliance monitoring of lead paint standard carried out by Ministry of Forest and Environment
(MOFE) in the year 2016 showed only 30% paints comply with the standard. However, similar study carried
out by CEPHED in a year later in 2017 with the support of World Health Organization (WHO) showed
increased compliance of lead paint standard by 60 percent of paints. “This is very remarkable achievements
by the paints industries in Nepal and needs to be continued improvement towards achieving 100%
compliance to eliminate leaded paints from Nepal thus protecting public health and environment”, said
Ram Charitra Sah, Executive Director and Environment Scientist of CEPHED.

Five different technical papers on status of lead paints, status of blood lead level among Nepalese children,
compliance and regulatory monitoring initiatives of government agencies, and national as well as
international initiative towards prevention and control of lead exposure has been presented in the one-day
workshop. Invited stakeholders also elaborated on how they will tackle the problem in their respective field
of work: health, education, environment, and infrastructure.
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“There are no safe levels of lead exposure”, stated Rajaram Pote Shrestha, National Professional Officer, at
WHO Country Office for Nepal, and urgently called for effective implementation of lead paint standard and
harmonization of sectorial laws such as proper inclusion of the mandatory provision of lead paint standard
in NS Mark criteria, building codes, green building guidelines and color coding guidelines of school and
other infrastructure including school building bus, toilets, and even public vehicles.

The major goal of the Global Lead Week of Action is working together to ban lead paint by raising
awareness via workshops at Kathmandu and Chitwan, radio jingle, and TV PSA broadcasts throughout the
week.

onlinekhabar

english edition

Stakeholders call for ban on lead paint

Kathmandu, October 24

Experts and stakeholders have urged the government to
impose a ban on lead paint and effectively implement
the lead paint standard as it is harmful to human health.

As activists across the world are celebrating the
BAN LEAD International Lead Poisoning Prevention Week from
PAI NT October 21 to 27, they say the governments should
adopt and effectively implement legislation to protect
children’s health.

Lead is of one amongst 10 major toxic chemical of public health concern, according to the World Health
Organisation.

“Lead paint, a major source of childhood lead exposure, can cause permanent and irreversible brain
damage in children,” the global agency says citing various research reports, “Lead exposure globally
accounted for 5,40,000 deaths and 13.9 million years lost to disability and death due to long-term effects
on health, with the highest burden in developing regions. 857 million Children worldwide are at the risk of
lead exposure.”

“Lead is a silent killer. But, we have an alternative to lead now,” states State Minister for Health and
Population, Surendra Kumar Yadav.

Meanwhile, the WHO shares that series of lead paint studies in Nepal clearly revealed that the amount of
lead content in the paint produced, imported, marketed, and used in Nepal has heavily decreased over the
years.

Published on October 24th, Wednesday, 2018 1:02 PM

HTHATY
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Newspaper article: Be Safe from LEAD

News article published in Kayakairan National Daily from Chitwan, 27" October 2018
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Newpaper article: Demands for Ban Paints with excessive lead

News Article published in Chitwan Post National Daily from Chitwan, 27" October 2018.
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