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Compliments of www.Bellsystemleadpoisoning.com

Preferred Customer
This transcript of the 1925 tetraethyl lead conference, held under the sponsorship of the U.S. Public Health Service, is an extraordinary document. The copy before you has been annotated with comments. Visitors pressed for time will find passages of varying interest marked with a green line at the beginning and a red line at the end. However a complete reading of the transcript would be time well spent.

The transcript shows that an appreciation of the dangers of lead far from being rudimentary in 1925 was quite sophisticated, although less from an experimental point of view than one based on observation, insight, and experience. As regards lead these qualities were probably much better developed in 1925 than they are today, since the spectrum of lead poisoning was much more in evidence then than it is now. If lead poisoning was to suddenly reappear unannounced at levels similar to those seen in 1925 it is doubtful that many today, even in the health profession, would know what they were looking at.

A principal player at this conference, Dr. Robert Kehoe, went on to become one of the most vilified individuals in the annals of public health, or medicine for that matter. Given the influence he wielded his denial that leaded gasoline (or lead in general) posed a danger to the public undoubtedly contributed to the poisoning of America. Even so, his coup-de-grace was yet to come. For beginning in the late '30s and ending in the early '70s', he ran a series of experiments where he fed lead to normal "volunteers", some of whom were on his staff, just to see what would happen.**  Even by the standards of the day that had to have been an extraordinary event. 

A failure to obtain the appropriate data was the Achilles heel of those opposed to adding lead to the nation's gasoline supply. Their collective wisdom, based on logic, insight, and anecdotal observations, was simply not enough to turn the tide. It is as true today as it was then that where big money is at stake only focused, objective, unbiased data, well presented and forcefully argued, have a hope of preventing harebrained and harmful ideas from being visited on the public. (contin. back of next page)
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Friend of the Truth
Throughout the transcript, blue comment ballons appear from time to time. Click on a ballon to read the comment. 

After downloading the PDF files that make up this document visitors can merge the separate files into one using available software.

** (results published in: Journal of Food and Chemical Toxicology; 25, 6; 1987.)
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